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ASLE-ANZ News is the official newsletter
of the Association for the Study of Lit-
erature and Environment, Australia and

ASLE

New Zealand. It is distributed to members
twice yearly, in July and December. Contri-
butions of news items, member activities
and publications, calls for papers, poems,
photographs, etc. should reach the editor,
Chris Coughran, in due course.

asleanz.news@gmail.com

COVER IMAGE: forest near Toolangi,
Victoria, approximately seven weeks
after bushfires ravaged the region in
February 2009. In his online photo
essay, Gary Ayton explains that of all
the devastated forests he visited, this
‘was the only one where | heard a fly
passing by, and the odd bird, while the
bull ants were rebuilding their nests’.
Read more, and view further images
at the photographer’s website. Picture
by Gary Ayton, reproduced by kind
permission of the photographer.

News from the Node

Looking Southward

Five years into the establishment of ASLE-ANZ and six
months into the new executive’s turn with the firestick,

it’s time to think about directions for the next couple of
years. South seems a good compass point. Southward,
because a quick squiz at Australian reference sources in

the eco-humanities shows our current dependency on
Northern research—for obvious reasons, including genesis,
abundance, and accessibility. As the resource umbrella
serving ASLEs across the globe Northern ASLE has served
us well, and will continue to do so—in all sorts of important
and comradely ways such as the visit of Laurence Buell,
southwards, to Sydney University’s Reading Across the
Pacific symposium, in January, 2010. But we’re well aware
from the scholarly work of Flannery, Low, Robin et al.—and
perhaps from the pragmatics and problematics of a Peter
Andrews, and Natural Sequence Farming—that we are long
past a time when white Australia could posture as an ersatz
Northern outpost. .M. Arthur’s The Default Country (2003)
was an early critique of the linguistic moulding of Claytons’
Country; at the 2009 Watermark Literary Muster, Nicolas
Rothwell (The Red Highway, 2009) reiterated the need

for language to fit country. And while the very naming of
Northern political geographies such as the United States and
the United Kingdom suggests numbers of separate entities
(historical, sociological, and implied biodiversity) ‘Australia’
seems shackled to a single landscape stereotype stretching
from Dorothea MacKellar’s ‘My Country’ (written in 1909) to
Baz Luhrmann’s Australia (2008).

Naming and knowing the particulars of a place though,
requires more than a shift in head position. In a shameless
plug I should say that The Littoral Zone (2007) was an
attempt to shift the gaze 180 degrees, to invite US colleagues
to look Southward from their centre. Yet, TLZ too, is replete
with references from Northern foundational experts in the
field. The work of many Southern colleagues is absent—for
want of accessible resources. If, as Libby Robin writes
‘Australia has the potential to become a “literary entity” for
the rest of the world, then ‘this will depend on our capacity
to write Nature as a subject and to understand the Human
as a physical force in the Earth’s ecosystems’ (ALS 2008).

It will also depend upon our being able to speak with one
another, being aware of one another’s strengths, and being
able to utilise each other as a community interested in the
arts and sciences as they relate to environment.

The Green Grammar Dictionary: Members’
Contributions #1

So. Looking Southward. In my first email to the members
[ signalled one way in which this could be done: by
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establishing an online resource, a database of definitions, with quotations taken
from Australian and New Zealand writers, artists, scholars. As an ASLE-ANZ
community project, and our first online publication, the resource would have
the working title of The Green Grammar Dictionary, a name pilfered partly from
a work by past Vice President Mark Tredinnick. I've made some sedimentary
entries that will, hopefully, quickly become antediluvian; members are
encouraged to add definitions and quotes from their own, and other’s, published
works, all of which will go towards establishing an accessible resource base
framed in Southern Hemisphere speak. Each entry will serve a dual function,
being followed by a bibliography. By the end of 2010 it’s hoped there’ll be a body
of work available for those writers, critics, artists, scholars, who are new to the
field, or just coming on board, depending on their terrestrial focus. And for those
labouring under institutional demands, the GGD should assist in increasing
author citations. Instructions will be emailed on how to access the ASLE-ANZ
private wiki so that you can begin adding Australian and New Zealand entries.

Being South: Australia and Asia

In the phenomenological realm, part of the Southward gaze
(for me) extended to taking up an invitation to go on a turtle
walk along a stretch of the Bay of Bengal. Arne Naess’ simple
message that the earth does not belong to humans was
reinforced by another noteworthy, Jane Goodall, founder of
Roots & Shoots. Visiting Chennai to outline a then-and-now
scenario of Gombe Reserve (Tanzania)—shrunk by logging
roads to a 30 km island, its long-armed residents reduced

to bush meat by ex-pats—Goodall screened Chimps Like Us
alongside a local film showing students’ conservation efforts
to save the Olive Ridley turtle. This controversial form of
conservation—digging up eggs and transporting them to
hatching stations—is complicated by local, national, and
international actions. Local, where nests are ransacked by
starving dogs; and by liquor shop owners, for omelettes.
National, where protectionists vie with the Dhamra Port
project and an Orissa minister, who asks ‘What use are turtles for India?” And
International, where, post-tsunami, thousands of casuarinas planted to prevent
foreshore erosion have drastically reduced the nesting territory of the Olive
Ridley turtle. And while Reading Across the Pacific has its place in first-world
intellectual exchange, tilting the head Southward means getting to know our
closer neighbours, the Indian Ocean, and the ocean’s inhabitants, in an attempt to
reduce the reciprocal capacity for harm in environmental and cultural exchanges.

ASLE-ANZ and the inclusiveness of Culture: Members’ Contributions #2

‘Culture’ was the word that the previous executive had hoped to include in the
ASLE-ANZ acronym last year. It didn’t happen but it must. The association is
broader than its literature component as the work of members like Ashley

Hay (Herbarium, 2004) demonstrates. Members are urged to see this as an
opportunity to find a Southern fit. A survey of indigenous languages, for instance,
might produce a corollary for ‘culture’, signifying greater inclusiveness and
distinct southern-hemisphere origins. Watermark Sapling Steven Ross, a Wamba
Wamba man, suggested ‘corroborree’, with its multiple art forms, its coming
together of community, and its passing on of traditional knowledge—in other
words, ‘culture’ rendered dramatically and geographically. The executive invites
the collective wisdom of members in offering options that reflect ‘culture’ in
action before we go to the vote (again).


http://www.rootsandshoots.org/

ECOLOGICAL CRITICISM:
APPLICATIONS AND POSSIBILITIES

Ecologically sensitive criticism has
been practiced and critiqued in iso-
lation by academics and intellectuals
in our part of the world for close to a
decade now. However, few significant
attempts have been made towards
any collaborative venture—towards
theory and practice. The present an-
thology proposes to be the first of its
kind.

We have in mind an anthology of
critical pieces focusing on the vari-
ous aspects of ecological and envi-
ronmental criticism, its diverse reach
and possibilities.

We invite articles from academics
and critics interested and involved
in this unique and sensitive critical
practice. The book is to be published
by Sarup and Sons (Delhi).

For further information do not
hesitate to contact the editors, Murali

Sivaramakrishnan and Ujjwal Jana.

Arne Naess and the Southern Hemisphere: Members’
Contributions #3

Members were alerted early this year to the passing of
long-lived, widely influential, deep thinker, Arne Naess
(1912-2009). The email prompted this response from
Advisory Board member, Ruth Blair:

I was lucky enough to not only hear but have dinner

with Arne Naess in the heady days at UTAS when Robyn
Eckersley and Warwick Fox were PhD students of Peter
Hay'’s, and the Richard Jones Memorial Lecture (which
Naess gave) was in its early days. Arne Naess stayed with
Warwick and Robyn and it was my friendship with them
and with Mary Jenkins, who had started a Masters degree
in environmental studies on a literary topic, that led to my
interest in this field.

Thinking about those days led me to think that some of
us should do some chronicling of how cultural studies of
the environment (I'm using the broader term to include the
early input of those in fields like political science and law)
developed in Australia post-1980. It might be interesting
to have in the ASLE journal or on the website a collection
of people’s memories of how they awakened, as it were,
to the need to get these studies into their fields and their
institutions. There’s not a book in it, but there’s something.
Maybe if I put my story out there in a couple of pages,
others might follow suit.

Ruth has thrown down the gardening glove. If you have
memories of Arne, or are awakening to your own Ecosophy
T, forward your thoughts to ASLE-ANZ. With the right
balance of quality and quantity, the Arne Naess collection
could translate into another ASLE-ANZ online publication.
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That’s all for now. ‘News from the Node’
is brought to you by the ‘president’ of
an organisation with an ecological
focus that stresses interconnectedness
rather than hierarchy. And while

the Deleuzo-guattarian rhizomic
borrowing lacks the gravitas of
‘president’, it suggests a firm grip of the
earth. It is also a reminder that, like
allelopathic nut grass, our impact on
other organisms is not always without
harm.

& CA Cranston
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ANTARCTICA

TOM GRIFFITHS

WELCOME TO NEW
MEMBERS

Diana Brown—Nature writing in
prose; fiction; the personal essay

Louise Crisp—Poetry, essays, Snowy
River, water and environment

Rebecca Giggs—Ecophilosophy, water
history, land-use interpretation,
disaster studies

Barbara Holloway—Ecology, history,
good writing, especially at present
Lachlan River

Neale MacDonald—Poetry,
especially Mary Oliver, ecotheology,
ecocriticism

Dean Mundey—literature, art, botany

Sharyn Munro—Place-based writing,
short stories and non-fiction;
publisher of two books (2007, 2009)
with strong nature themes

Paul Pule—Environmental ethics,
gender studies

Tetsuta Watanabe—Children’s
literature, creative writing
translation (Japanese-English),
linguistics

Member Activities

This July, ASLE-ANZ member Tom
Griffiths was announced co-winner
of the 2008 Prime Minister’s Prize
for Australian History for his book
Silencing the Silence: Voyaging to
Antarctica. Tom shares the $100,000
(tax-free!) prize with Robert Kenny,
for The Lamb Enters the Dreaming:
Nathaneal Pepper and the Ruptured
World.

CA Cranston undertook an AIC Fellowship at the University
of Madras, Chennai, from February to April, 2009. Susan
Hawthorne has received an AIC Writers’ Grant, also attached
to the University of Madras, from September this year.

Ian Johnstone has written a piece titled ‘Mother Nature
Speaks’, to be broadcast on Robyn Williams” ABC Radio
National program Ockham’s Razor in the near future. Stay
tuned for details!

Members Kate Rigby and Martin Harrison have both been
hospitalised of late. The association’s best wishes for a
speedy recovery go out to both of them.

Wellington ASLE members Dinah Hawken, Keith Westwater
and Lynn Davidson were joined by travelling member and
birder Hilary Elfick at Karori Sanctuary to read on a dark
and stormy night. Hilary read various poems, including
some from her new book, The Third Mile; Lynn featured
new work, including pieces from her latest book How to
Live by the Sea (VUP 2009). Dinah read work from a range of
her publications; Keith read new poetry, including a poem
in honour of Geoff Park. The attentive audience also heard
fantastic acoustic guitar from Mike Hogan. The Sanctuary
has welcomed the writers’ contributions and hopes to make
the ASLE readings an annual event. Thanks to all involved.


http://www.pm.gov.au/node/5054
http://www.pm.gov.au/node/5054
http://www.bookcouncil.org.nz/Writers/Profiles/Hawken, Dinah
http://www.bookcouncil.org.nz/Writers/Profiles/Davidson, Lynn
http://www.poetrypf.co.uk/hilaryelfickpage.html

WATERMARK LITERARY MUSTER

TOP: Watermark

‘Saplings’ Sharon Dean,
Stuart Cooke and
Steven Ross.

BoTTOM: Nicolas
Rothwell and Pete
Hay at the Watermark
Literary Dinner.

T IS over a month since the Watermark Literary Muster

(19-22 June) and my overwhelming memory of Water-
mark is the rain: all-day-all-night rain, being lulled to sleep
by rain, waking to rain in the middle of the night, the steady
joy of water’s persistence. The theme this year, however,
was not water but wood: wood growing, wood harvested,
wood made into things, and forests, trees, the people who
love them and write about them, and
their readers. While it is impossible to
comment on everyone who presented,
many images stayed with me: Nico-
las Rothwell’s evocation of a forest of
desert oaks; Mark Tredinnick’s The
Blue Plateau, especially the poignant
story of the candle; Roger McDonald’s
stories, especially his homage to Wilf
Crane; the poets and their poetry.
Sharon Dean invited us into the spare
and beautiful world of haiku, with par-
ticular reference to Janice Bostok, and
some impressive examples written by
young students. Interspersed with the
lyric prose and poetry were histories
of cedar getters; John Blay’s attentive
walking of Indigenous pathways; Peter Hay’s address giving
voice to the small foresters in Tasmania disenfranchised by
Gunns; Bill Gammage’s talking to Peter Solness’ wonderful
photos. I learned that from the shape of eucalypts one can
read the history of a forest. Roger Underwood told the story
of a young man'’s experience on fire lookout at the top of one
of WA’s giant karri trees. Steven Ross recounted the vision
and work of the Murray Lower Darling Rivers Indigenous
Nations confederation and offered some of his own poetry.
Sue Feary reminded us of the relationship between social
justice and resource use. Stuart Cooke offered an under-
standing of the poem as part of the environment. McDonald
described his writing as an elegiac exercise and Peter Hay
spoke of the writer as witness in these often distressing
times. Two panels were particularly timely, the forum on fire
featuring Bob Beale, Tom Griffiths and Roger Underwood on
the first day and the final forum with John Blay and Roger
Underwood, which opened the possibility for a dialogue
between proponents of different modes of forest keeping
and use. As Peter Hay commented, there was an atmosphere
of grace across differences of opinion and experience. This
grace sums up Watermark: the hospitality, the shared trans-
port, the conversations, the writing and the place. And from
the dedication at the beginning, through many of the presen-
tations, and Carolyn Leach-Paholski’s lovely poems, the late
Eric Rolls was a remembered presence.

» Anne Elvey
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BIRD STORIES FOR A DRY LOUNTRY

| Libby Robin # Rob Heinsolin * Leo Joseph
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Jointly edited by Libby Robin, Robert Heinsohn and Leo
Joseph, Boom and Bust: Bird Stories for a Dry Country
was published in March by CSIRO Publishing. The book
has been described in glowing terms as ‘another small
but commendable step along the path towards achieving
a widely held ecological understanding, and applying
it to debates about the wise use of our dry continent’
(Peter Menkhorst, Australian Book Review, June 2009).
Transcripts and audio of an interview with Libby Robin,
originally broadcast on ABC Radio National's Ockham’s
Razor program (‘Pelican stories for the future’) are
currently available online.

RUTH Blair’s entry on Australian
environmental literature appears
in ‘A Booklist of International
Environmental Literature’ an overview
coordinated by Scott Slovic and
published in the January-February
issue of World Literature Today. The
article is included as an attachment
with this PDFE.

Formerly one of Ruth’s (numerous)
postgraduate students, Chris
Coughran has finally appeared in ISLE:
Interdisciplinary Studies in Literature
and Environment (Spring 2009) with

‘Green Scripts in Gravity’s Rainbow:

Pynchon, Pastoral Ideology and the
Performance of Ecological Self”. His
article on Pynchon and plagiarism
(read: textual recycling) appears in the
latest issue of Angelaki: Journal of the
Theoretical Humanities.

CA Cranston’s ‘From Shanty to Shanti:
Teaching Australian Literature in India’
appears in the most recent (special)
issue of Journal of the Association for
the Study of Australian Literature. The
full text of CA’s article may be found at
the JASAL website.

Lorraine Shannon'’s ‘Petty Crimes:
Animal Transgressions in the City’ is
published in Island 117 (Winter 2009).

Kate Rigby’s ‘Dancing with Disaster’
appears in Australian Humanities
Review 46 (May 2009), alongside
articles by Deborah Rose, Thom
Van Dooren, Gerda Roelvink and
].K. Gibson-Graham, and the late

Val Plumwood. The same issue

of AHR boasts a special section on

‘Naturecultures’ featuring the work of

Emily Potter, Gay Hawkins, Michael
Dieter and Zoé Sofoulis. Full-text
articles are accessible via the AHR
website,


http://www.ou.edu/worldlit/onlinemagazine/2009January/
http://www.nla.gov.au/openpublish/index.php/jasal/article/view/867/1758
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http://www.abc.net.au/rn/ockhamsrazor/stories/2009/2551660.htm

Lapsed ASLE-ANZ vice-president Mark Tredinnick’s
landscape memoir, The Blue Plateau, was published in June, ihe Blize Finoetor- o Sweitape Mol bkt Treciinuick
and has already attracted some nice notices. According to
Claire Scobie, writing in The Sydney Morning Herald, it ‘sets a
new benchmark for nature writing in Australia’. ASLE-ANZ’s
current vice-president Deborah Bird Rose launched the
book, with the grace and love you’d expect from her,; at a
night of poetry readings at Macquarie University.

Mark is in the middle of what would be called a book tour,
he says, if it didn't feel so much like an eccentric series of
visits to radio studios and intimate conversations by phone
with distant journalists, some of them bored, some of them
excitable; he’s had the chance—on Late Night Live and The
Book Show, among other places—to mention, apart from the
book and himself, ASLE and the green cultural project all of
us at ASLE are embarked upon.

In April, Mark flew to the Gold Coast to receive second
prize for his poem ‘Red Tulips’ in the Josephine Ulrick
Poetry Prize. All May and June, Mark’s poem ‘Cleave’ hung
in the the Newcastle Region Gallery beside the painting
to which it responded, Robert Jacks’s ‘Kentish Fire and
Heavy Boots IV’; Robert Gray and Anthony Lawrence also

had poems in the show, Poets Paint Words, which tours in
August.
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The work of two Australian
academics appears in the
current issue of The Journal of
Ecocriticism, under the rubric
of ‘Poetic Ecologies’. The special issue includes ‘Poe(trees)
of Place: Forest Poetics in Lithuania and Tasmania’ by Claire
Jansen (University of Tasmania) and ““Narratives from
Another Creek”: Judith Wright and the Poetics of Water in
Australia’ by Stephen Harris (University of New England).
Both authors are in the process of becoming ASLE-ANZ
members. The full text of the current issue of JoE, including
the work of Stephen and Claire, is available online.
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Geoff Park, a founding ASLE-ANZ
member, writer and ecologist died
on 17 March 2009 after a battle with
a brain tumour diagnosed in mid-
2008. Geoff was a stalwart defender
of remnant indigenous knowledges
and ecosystems, who believed in
the power of words to reveal the
memories and complexities of fa-
miliar places. He was a scholar and
mentor generous of his time and
laughter. As a newspaper obituary
noted, Geoff combined academic
rigour with local activism, and a
form of outreach that owed much
to his appreciation of north Ameri-
can nature writers like Gary Snyder,
John Muir and Scott Russell Sanders.
Although he was a master at evok-
ing the losses wrought upon the
land and on Maori knowledge and
culture by colonisation (as those
listening at Watermark 2003 will re-
call), he remained positive about the
gains that have been made—gains
he helped make happen and publi-
cised. Although his groundbreaking
book Nga Uruora: The Groves of Life:
History and Ecology in a New Zea-
land Lanscape is now out of print, it
was serialised on national radio in
New Zealand and is now avaialbe as
an online feature that is evocative
and revealing of both Geoff’s vision
and the remnants of bush and Maori
knowledge that so captured his life’s
work and passion. Many of the New
Zealand members of ASLE have been
enriched by his generosity in shar-
ing that passion Geoff, moe mai, moe
mai, maoe mai ra i te ngahere nunui,
rest rest rest in the great forest.

I can think of no better tribute
than the one ASLE member David
Young has offered; David and Geoff
were friends for many years and Da-
vid’s obituary offers real insight. My
own small tribute, a poem [ wrote
for Geoff just after he heard about
the cancer, and which his son Turi
read at Geoff’s service, follows.

& Charles Dawson

GEOFF PARK: A TRIBUTE

T should come as no surprise to historians that Geoff

Park, whose first love was ecology, could find a soul-mate
in history. The wonder of it is that this kind of ‘dualism’
does not occur more often. After all, both are sprawling
disciplines preoccupied with understanding the context of
relationships and communities (for history, sometimes read
‘nations’), including their establishment, the nature of power,
dominance, hegemony, survival and succession—albeit
usually on different time scales.

In his 1995 treatise, Nga Ururoa: The Groves of Life, Geoff
busted out of the rigours of his soil science and ecology (his
PhD from ANU was on forest nutrient cycling) into what
James Belich once described as ‘an act of the imagination.

He imagined himself into an elegiac ecological and
historical account about Aotearoa/New Zealand'’s surviving
lowland forest communities in a wasteland of depauperate
nativism. It is a measure of the work that before its
emergence, awareness of the extent of lowland forests up
until the devastation of the 19th century took place was, at
best, poorly understood by most of us.

Geoff also imagined the Maori communities who lived
in and near these forests who had largely been displaced
and overwhelmed by 150 years of relentless modernism.
What did remain were those groves of life, persisting with
sometimes astonishing tenacity against human-induced
adversity.

His was a thesis—as he freely stated—owing much to
his former DSIR colleague and mentor Geoff Kelly that was
radical in its capacity to jolt receptive New Zealanders.
Looking back it helped create a new awareness that has
had more than a little to do with one of the most significant
phenomena in the trauma of post Rogernomics: widespread
community endeavour to make right the yawning ecological
deficits bequeathed by our forebears, and in so doing give
rise to new and purposeful community.

In simultaneously upholding Maori and ecological
truths, which he came to see as profoundly convergent
and the basis of a covenant, he put himself offside with the
leadership, if not the membership, of the still preservationist
Pakeha conservation movement.

The ‘Yellowstone park model’, as he described it
elsewhere, first imagined, then took native people out of
the places where millennia of mutual nourishment had
occurred. It replaced them with the empty landscapes, the
‘wildness’ of Emerson, John Muir and Henry Thoreau. Even
the late great exponent of modern ecological thinking, Aldo
Leopold, pays little attention to the indigenes. What differs
in New Zealand thinking, where philosophers such as Geoff
are as rare as mature kahikatea, is that nineteenth-century
colonisation pushed forest back with axe and fire on a scale
and at a speed that was probably unprecedented.


http://www.stuff.co.nz/dominion-post/news/features/obituaries/2308809/Geoff-Park-Botanic-detective-fought-for-the-bush
http://www.radionz.co.nz/national/documentaries/nga_uruora
http://www.turipark.com

If there was one limitation to the book that eventuated, it
was Park’s presentism—his judgment delivered upon those
who had been so unmindful of what it was that they were
destroying. It was terrible but it was no worse—at least in
extent—to the unthinking Maori fires that had originally laid
waste the first third of Aotearoa’s lost forested landscape.
And both settler groups—separated by some 550 years but
thousands of years of divergent evolution—showed what
human settlers the world over have demonstrated: that
awareness of the symbiosis of wild and human nature and a
spiritual relationship based on respect is uncommonly rare
in those first few hundred years of adjustment following
arrival.

Geoff Park grew up in Pinehaven, Upper Hutt, near
Wellington, with the emerging ornithologist Sandy Bartle
as a close mate. This friendship helped spawn Victoria
University’s Ecology Action who had a great victory in the
late 1960s when they were able to force the mighty Ministry
of Works to shift part of the Hutt Motorway in order to
protect regenerating bush on the valley’s western flanks.
Bartle’s knowledge of our endemic and single-destination
black petrels, together with Park’s concern for the landscape,
also helped turn Forest Service plans for a mill into the
exquisite forest, limestone, pancake rocks and wetland/
coastal ensemble that is today’s Punakaiki National Park.
Both these political triumphs become part of chapters in the
meditation that is Nga Ururora.

If you were lucky enough to paddle and tramp with Geoff,
he shared his knowledge with great generosity. A day in
the wild with him was as good as a semester in the lecture
room. Symbolic of the lowland ecology is the kahikatea,
of Gondwanan lineage and New Zealand’s tallest tree. |
still recall his pointing out the subtle splendour of its lilac
florescence in spring on the Upper Whanganui. That was
the beginning of trips in which we always stayed, at his
instigation, in Tamatea’s Cave, a unique heritage experience,
but also a potential death trap in the event of unexpected
flooding.

On a trip almost 18 years back we trekked by kayak
the wetlands, lagoons and coastal edges (‘edge’ and
‘connectedness’ were favourite words of his) of South
Westland. ‘Bring your umbrellas’, he had said. Sure enough,
when we paddled Okarito’s length to view the kotuku colony
we had wind assistance, Mary Poppins-style, both ways. The
islands offshore of Open Bay provoked his rendition of the
‘The Ballad of Davy Louston’, New Zealand’s oldest pakeha
ballad. Seized by a Muir-like bit of transcendentalism, Geoff
had hoped we might camp the night out in the vast wetlands
of Haast, with their giant flaxes and teeming wildlife. I think
most of us were relieved when he finally pronounced that
we needed to find dry land for the night.

He could be surprisingly blasé about weather forecasts,
but maybe that was the John Muir coming out in him too.
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Geoff Park, photograph by son Turi.

(Muir’s favourite memory of his visit to New Zealand in

1904 was being lashed by a storm while coming through

the Buller Gorge riding shotgun on a coach.) At Geoff’s
suggestion we once paddled out to Mana Island with his Nga
Ururoa editor, Andrew Mason (Andrew liked to say Geoff
had ‘a corkscrew mind’—but it must be said immediately
that writing on holisitic matters does require an orchestral
concentration). Our return journey, however, was against
the tide and into the fangs of a big northerly. Andrew
disappeared off into the mist and I did wonder if we would
make it to shore. When finally we did we lay tuckered out on
the beach. For a guy of average build, Geoff had enormous
physical confidence and it is unsurprising that at least one of
his three sons has been a cliff-jumper, Hawaiian-style.

His artist wife, Lindsay, who is a graduate in geology and
ecology and is a great outdoorsperson herself and a vibrant
partner, had three sons and a daughter, all of whom were
imbued with a strong sense of their Pacific-wide cultural
and natural heritage.

In spite of the macho streak, what made him appealing
was a tender, romantic side. After all, as a lad he raised
orchids. He engaged in a 20-year conversation with [an
Wedde on Wordsworth and his Lake District poetry,
contributing to his Theatre Country in 2006.

He was also a close reader of the American sage of
sustainability, Wendell Berry, and Black Mountain poet,
Gary Snyder—whose spare, elegant reflections evoke his
Buddhist commitment to nature with a lifestyle to match.
While Geoff’s work was all-consuming, even in conversation
which had little room for what was outside his thinking,
there were times when he grew deeply silent. Once, on a trip
coming down the botanically compromised Whanganui he
began to reflect on the nature of what was pristine, falling
into what I came to think of as ‘botanic reverie’. He seemed
not to emerge from these spells until he had resolved his
thinking, which was often, for a small drifting archipelago,
truly visionary: a unique way of seeing the land.

His friendship with Sara McIntyre late in life took him
back to the Kakahi bach of that 1960s environmental
campaigner, her father, painter Peter McIntyre. Here, again
mindful of heritage both cultural and natural, it served as
a topic in several of his series in Forest and Bird. Kakahi
enabled him to muse on his beloved, lamented kahikatea,
still surviving on those river flats just round a bend from
where that other great campaigner for the environment,
Keith Chapple, had lived and died. Geoff revelled in the
serendipity of all that.

Geoff Park was a wonderful, impossible man and we are
all the poorer for his passing so early in his rich life.

# David Young
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This poem imagines Geoff by some of his
favourite places: at the water’s edge; in
close contact with the whenua (earth);
and with his mokopuna (grandchildren),
his hands with their warm grip upon New
Zealand’s tallest tree, the kahikatea.

LIGHT WORDS BY WATER
For Geoff, from Charles, arohanui. June ‘08

Just weeks really, and the cards, phone calls, letters (and
poems) are already slipping into your hands,

words rising up from the page

like mist off the lake.

It’s the water you go back to now,
Dawn-struck pewter, millpond smooth,
with that quiet on it

as the first raindrops begin

to dapple its surface.

There’s that moment of stillness before the drops

hit; the pock of water on

water. Tiny ripples then; they mirror the wash of blood
surging

through the veins in your fingers

And so you reach out in that still moment
to touch the brilliant orange berries on the kahikatea,
its split bark furred with moss.

That pause, tears platching on leaves, each one
a new sounding board.

The words keep on rising up

through the rain, as they always have:

so many of us have come

home to this place, this whenua,

through your words, your attentive heart
listening by the water.

The rain’s eased,
mist sighing off
the flow.

A hundred times the cleansing
of tears, of trees,
and yes, the sound of
your mokopunas’ laughter
spangling through the groves
like light.
& Charles Dawson
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Calls for Papers

ASIA-PACIFIC SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY & SOCIETY (STS)
NETWORK CONFERENCE

Griffith University, Brisbane, Australia
23-25 November 2009

The first annual conference of the Asia Pacific STS Network
brings together researchers involved in STS studies in
the Asia-Pacific region (East Asia, Southeast Asia, and
Australasia near the Pacific Ocean plus the states in
Oceania) for stronger regional STS networking and critical
discussions about science and technology for the new
millennium, environmental sustainability, and STS issues of
interest to indigenous peoples.

Abstracts are invited in 3 categories (formal papers,
roundtable discussion presentations, and posters) on the
themes:

e Environment and sustainability transitions

» Indigenous people, science and technologies

» Life techno/sciences

e Governance, public policy, community

o Utopia and dystopia: Science and technology for the new
millennium

e Conceptual and methodological innovations

For more details, keynote speakers, sponsors, events,
registration fees, and online submission of abstracts, visit
the APSTS Network Conference website.

Submissions close 15 September (see submission form
for details and postgraduate/indigenous researcher travel
bursaries).

VOLCANOES, LANDSCAPES AND
CULTURES

Catania, Sicily,
11-14 November 2009

The first World Conference on
Volcanoes, Landscapes and Cultures
will be held in Catania, Sicily,

under the auspices of UNESCO,

the Council of Europe and relevant
[talian institutional and academic
authorities.

The conference objective is to
provide answers to the increasing
demand for comprehensive policies
focusing on the protection and
enhancement of the huge natural
and cultural heritage represented
by volcanic landscapes and
territories together with the people
living therein, all over the world.
Conference organizers are looking
for papers addressing preferably
one of the topics of the four major
themes:

e Nature and science

e Nature and culture

e Volcanoes and sustainable
development

e Volcanoes and tourism

Deadline for abstracts is 15
September.

For information about registration,
modality of participation, calls for
papers and other matters, please
visit the conference website.


http://www.griffith.edu.au/conference/asia-pacific-science-technology-society-network-conference-2009/
www.etnacatania2009.com <http://www.etnacatania2009.com

NEW GROUNDS: ECOCRITICISM, GLOBALIZATION AND
CULTURAL MEMORY

Radboud University, Nijmegen (the Netherlands)
13-15 January 2010

The first conference on ecocriticism in the Netherlands
aims to bring together scholars from different ecocritical
networks and countries to explore recent themes in
ecocriticism. After its initial focus on the local and the
regional, ecocriticism is now facing challenges posed by
globalization, as explored in for instance Ursula Heise’s
Sense of Place, Sense of Planet (2008). Also, ecocriticism

is still coming to terms with postmodernism and its
implications, while interdisciplinary approaches to
ecocriticism from the point of view of evolutionary
psychology, cultural memory and biosemiotics are gaining
ground. ‘New Grounds’ will serve as a platform and forum
for developments in ecocriticism, offering the possibility
for interaction and an exploration of a variety of ecocritical
themes in order to further define and broaden the
ecocritical field.

Organized in association with ASLE-UK and EASLCE, this
international conference aims to bring together scholars
working in the fields of literature, drama, the visual arts, film
and music. Responses to postmodern theory, globalization
and cultural memory are particularly encouraged. Also,
the conference aims to explore (European) ecocriticism
to date, in particular during the plenary panel which
features panellists working on ecocriticism in a number of
European countries. Confirmed plenary speakers include
Greg Garrard, Catrin Gersdorf, Serenella lovin and Richard
Kerridge.

Topics can include but are not limited to:

e Post-modern—post-nature?

e The local and the global

e The future of ecocritical theory
e Ecocriticism and the visual arts
e Postcolonial ecologies

e Animal studies

e Figures of memory of nature

e (Cultural memory

e Eco-cosmopolitanism

e Place and space

e Apocalypse

e The nature of cities

A selection of papers will be published in a special issue
on ecocriticism in English Studies. Please send 250-
word proposals for 20-minute papers to Astrid Bracke
and Margueérite Corporaal. Deadline for submission of
proposals is 1 September 2009.
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M/C JOURNAL

Special Issue: Climate
Edited by Andrew Gorman-Murray and Gordon Waitt

Climate is, presently, a heatedly discussed topic. Concerns
about the environmental, economic, political and social
consequences of climate change are of central interest in
academic and popular debates. As such, climate change
is a ‘hot’ cultural discourse and media issue. Moreover,
there has recently been a ‘cultural turn’ in climate change
science and politics, with some scholars arguing that climate
change research and action has been hindered because it
has not accounted for localised cultural values that give
everyday meaning to climate, and consequently urging
for greater attention to the cultural dimensions of climate
change. As Mike Hulme asserts, “registers of climate can
be read in memory, behaviour, text and identity as much as
they can be measured through meteorology” and thus “the
idea of climate can only be understood when its physical
dimensions are allowed to be interpreted by their cultural
meanings” (‘Geographical Work at the Boundaries of
Climate Change’, in Transactions of the Institute of British
Geographers 33.7 (2008): 6.).

Climate change is both a ‘physical transformation and
cultural object’ and requires new examination which
‘needs to start with contributions from the interpretative
humanities and social sciences’ (Hulme 5). Advancing these
important emerging debates, this issue of M/C Journal
seeks to explore the critical interface of climate and culture,
particularly in the context of climate change. Possible topics
include, but are not limited to: the cultural dimensions of
climate and climate change; the impacts of climate change
on cultural heritage; localised readings of climate and
climate change; changing everyday practices in response
to climate change; the potential effect of climate change on
tourism; and the role of the media in framing climate change
debates and competing discourses of climate change.

Please send a 100-word abstract to the editors. Articles
of 3000 words in length should be submitted online,
and prepared in accordance with the M/C Journal style
guidelines. M/C Journal articles are blind peer-reviewed.

Deadline for submissions is 28 August, with a view to
publication on 21 October 2009.
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ENVIRONMENTAL COMMUNICATION:
A JOURNAL OF NATURE & CULTURE

Target Issue: Vol. 5, No. 1 (2011)
Coloring the Environmental Lens:
Interdisciplinary Perspectives

on Cinema, New Media, and Just
Sustainability

Guest editors: Salma Monani,
Gettysburg College; Belinda Chiu, Duke
University; Carlo Arreglo, University of

California (Berkeley)

We are seeking manuscript submissions on the role of
cinema and new media in engaging environmental issues
from the perspectives of traditionally marginalized groups
(specifically socio-economically depressed groups and racial
and ethnic minorities in the American and global context).
We deliberately conceive cinema broadly (as its Greek root
suggests) to include various moving images—documentary
and fictional film, video, television—and are also interested
in new media such as video games, internet video shorts,
blogs and online gaming.

Recent scholarship has begun to actively highlight the
importance of engaging different racial, cultural, and socio-
economic perspectives within the arena of environmental
sustainability. Specifically, the concept of just sustainability
forwarded by Julian Agyeman, Robert Bullard, and Bob
Evans (2005) is a theoretically and pragmatically vigorous
framework that scholars have begun to use to evaluate and
elucidate issues of colour, race, ethnicity, and/or regional
power dynamics that determine whose voices are heard
within the environmental arena and how they are heard.
However, there is relatively little comprehensive attention
devoted to the way cinema and new media intersect
with and highlight issues of environmental justice and
sustainability. This special issue hopes to fill this current gap
in environmental, cinema, and new media scholarship.

We invite essays from a variety of disciplinary and
interdisciplinary angles, and welcome analyses of films/
videos/new media, filmmakers, film festivals, national
cinemas, or classroom practices. We are particularly
interested in readings of cinema that do not neatly fit
traditional categories of nature or environmental films, and
in articles that engage new media, such as online gaming,
Internet video platforms (i.e. YouTube), and blogospheres
that utilize social spaces in alternate ways. We are also
interested in critiques of contemporary environmental
cinema and new media that omit the voices of various
traditionally marginalized groups despite their relevance to
the issues discussed.

Manuscripts should be prepared in English, and should
not exceed 8000 words including references. The journal
adheres to APA Style. Manuscripts must not be under review
elsewhere or have appeared in any other published form.
For further details on manuscript submission, please refer
to the ‘Instructions for authors’ on the journal’s website.
Upon notification of acceptance, authors must assign
copyright to Taylor and Francis and provide copyright
clearance for any copyrighted material. Manuscripts should
be emailed to the guest editors by 30 January 2010.
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TRANSFORMATIONS: THE JOURNAL OF INCLUSIVE
SCHOLARSHIP

Special Issue: Teaching the Earth
Guest Editor: Anthony Lioi

The editors of Transformations seek articles (5000 to

10,000 words) and media reviews (books, film, video,
performance, art, music, etc., 3000 to 5000 words) that
explore environmental issues in all pedagogical contexts
and disciplinary perspectives. Essays should raise questions
concerning constructive pedagogical responses to local and
planetary environmental issues.

e Ecological literacy

e Environmental ethics

e Natural, cultural, and financial economies
e Resource depletion

e Mass extinction

e Popular culture and the environment

e Religion and ecology

e Corporate greenwashing

e (Celebrity environmentalism

e The Earth and the Internet

e Resource wars

e Indigenous nations and environmental sovereignty
e The queer Earth

e Nature writing

e (reen cities

e Food and farming

e Radical environmentalisms

e Ecology in the Borderlands

e Environmental racism

¢ The Anti-Toxics and Environmental Justice movements
e Rural, suburban, and urban geography

Transformations: The Journal of Inclusive Scholarship and
Pedagogy is a peer-reviewed interdisciplinary forum

for pedagogical scholarship exploring intersections of
identities, power, and social justice. The journal features a
range of approaches—from theoretical articles to creative
and experimental accounts of pedagogical innovations from
teachers and scholars in all areas of education.

Send submissions or inquiries in MLA format (6th ed.) as
attachments in MS-Word or Rich Text Format to the editors,
Jacqueline Ellis and Edvige Giunta. Alternatively, send a
hard copy to: Transformations, New Jersey City University,
Hepburn Hall Room 309, 2039 Kennedy Boulevard, Jersey
City, NJ 07305. Author(s) name and contact information
should be included on a separate page. For submission
guidelines please visit the journal website. Transformations
is published semi-annually by New Jersey City University.
Deadline for submissions is 31 October 2009.
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ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION

Themed Issue: Community-Based
Natural Resource Management:
Designing the next generation of models

Managing Editor: Professor Charlie
Shackleton (Rhodes University,
South Africa)

Community-based natural resource management (CBNRM)
has been a pervasive paradigm in conservation circles for
three decades. Despite many potentially attractive attributes
it has been extensively critiqued from both ecological

and sociological perspectives with respect to both theory
and practice. Nonetheless, many successful examples

exist, although against a backdrop of a greater number that
seemingly has not. Is this because of poor implementation
or rather a generally flawed model in the first place? If

the criteria and conditions for success are so onerous that
relatively few projects or situations are likely to qualify,
what then is the value of the model in the first place? The
question thus becomes: is it time to abandon CBNRM as

an outdated and impossible ideal for conservation in a
changing world, or learn from past theory and practice

to develop a new generation of flexible, responsive and
implementable cCBNRM models? If the latter, what are likely
to be the attributes of such a model?

Only original and unpublished high-quality research
papers are considered and manuscripts must be in English.
Instructions for Authors can be found online. Papers must
be submitted via the journal website submission route. You
must provide a cover letter to indicate that the submission
is for the special issue on CBNRM. If this is not supplied, or if
insufficient papers are accepted for a particular theme, they
will be published by the journal as regular submissions. All
papers will be submitted to a rigorous peer-review process
and the mere fact that they are part of a themed issue
(solicited or not) does not guarantee acceptance. Deadline
for submission of manuscripts is 1 September 2009, with a
view to publication in May 2010 (to be confirmed).

Submissions may address, but are not limited to, the
following subjects (reporting on or reviewing case studies
where appropriate):

e Review: CBNRM—past, present and future

e Are the goals of community development and natural
resource conservation truly compatible?

e The role of local or traditional ecological knowledge in
advancing CBNRM

e Unveiling the conservation benefits of CBNRM

e Dealing with spatial and temporal complexities in CBNRM
formulation and implementation

e CBNRM—conserving the community or conserving
natural resources?

e Designing CBNRM models to accommodate multiple and
contrasting community actors

e The future face of CBNRM

¢ One size does not fit all—how to build in flexibility and
adaptability in CBNRM

e [sintra-community CBNRM the future?

e When is a community ready for CBNRM?

e Despite the local focus, an enabling macro context is the
foundation for successful CBNRM

18


http://journals.cambridge.org/action/displayMoreInfo?jid=ENC&type=ifc
http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/envcon


currents

currents

A Booklist of International
Environmental Literature

Coordinated by Scott Slovic

have given the compilers of the following lists

an almost impossible task: to select no more than five important works of “environmental litera-

ture” from their home countries (or regions) around the world or from literary traditions in which
they have particular expertise. The point here is not to produce exhaustive or definitive lists of “the best”
works, but rather to give experts a chance to present some of their own favorites in the hope of inspir-
ing readers to plunge into the wealth of additional works from these places and elsewhere in the world.
Environmental literature is a vast and varied field, and it exists wherever human beings write (or speak)
to each other about the physical places where we live, about the other species with whom we share this
planet, and about the increasingly pressing questions of access to natural resources, mitigating toxic
contamination, and how to control our species” ecological footprint. In coordinating this list, I have tried
to seek out scholars located in (or knowledgeable about) diverse regions of the world, but I realize many
regions are not represented in this booklist. Each of these scholars responded within a few weeks’ time,
so these are basically top-of-the-head lists, not products of lengthy consideration. The main criteria were
that the works be from the past 250 years, that they display genuine “literary quality,” and that they have
achieved popular appeal.

Argentina

Compiled by Marfa Elena Aguirre
Universidad Nacional de Cérdoba, Argentina

Domingo F. Sarmiento, Facundo (1845; Eng. Facundo: Civilization and Barbarism, 2003)

This book of essays provides an analysis of the cultural and political reality of Argentina emphasizing
environmental determinism. Sarmiento posits a direct relationship between ecology and anthropology,
suggesting that gauchos and caudillos are the product of the soil. This work is written in splendid prose,
but the strict binary opposition “civilizacién-barbarie” may be severely challenged today.

Eugenio Cambacéres, En la sangre (1887/1980; In the blood)

Following Emile Zola’s deterministic principles, Cambacérés explains the miserable behavior of the
character Genaro (the son of an Italian immigrant) in this naturalistic novel on the basis of inheritance
and environment. This well-known work of local color is considered by many to be ideologically biased.
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Horacio Quiroga, Cuentos escogidos (2008;
Selected stories)

This selection includes short stories by Horacio
Quiroga taken from Cuentos de amor de locura y de
muerte (1917; Tales of love, madness, and death);
Anaconda (1921); El desierto (1924; The desert);
Los desterrados (1926; The outcasts); and Ms alld
(1935; Beyond). Quiroga was born in Uruguay
but spent most of his life in Argentina. The jungle
province of Misiones provided the material for
most of his stories. Strongly influenced by Edgar
Allan Poe and Rudyard Kipling, Quiroga’s pow-
erful stories portray the struggle of humans to
survive in the tropical jungle.

Ricardo Giiiraldes, Don Segundo Sombra
(1926/2004; Eng. Don Segundo Sombra, 1995)
This novel is a canonical work in Argentine
“gauchesca” literature, providing an elegiac
vision of el gaucho and las pampas. The essence
of Argentina is here related to the earth and the
natural environment, which offers a natural and
healthy life and a good place for meditation.

Leopoldo Lugones, Seleccion Obertura (2007;
Eng. Selected Writings, 2008)

This collection contains poems by Lugones from
different books written in the 1920s. The author
is considered one of the outstanding figures in
Argentine literature. In some poems he extols
the beauty and richness of the Argentina coun-
tryside—e.g., “A los ganados y las mieses” (“To
Cattle and Wheat”) or various poems devoted to
regional flora and fauna.

Australia
Compiled by Ruth Blair
University of Queensland, Australia

Elyne Mitchell, Soil and Civilization (1946)

A forgotten classic by Elyne Mitchell, best known
for her Silver Brumby children’s books, Soil and
Civilization traces the seen and unseen presence
of soil in our lives, our dependence on it, and
our capacity to destroy its life-giving proper-

ties. Though it has a limited view of the role of
Australian Aborigines as custodians of the land,
the book is prophetic in its predictions of further
depredations to be wrought by the settler cul-
ture of Australia. Its environmental awareness is
ahead of its time, and it offers some of the finest
lyrical writing about the Australian landscape.

Alec H. Chisholm, ed., Land of Wonder (1964)
First published in 1964 and reprinted several
times up to 1981, Land of Wonder is a themati-
cally organized anthology of writing about the
Australian land, landscape, plants, and creatures.
Its editor, Alec H. Chisholm, was himself a natu-
ral-history writer. His selection of authors and
pieces ranges across nonfiction and fiction, books,
essays, and newspaper articles. A strong sense of
the value of good writing in fostering attention to
the world around us pervades the book.

Eric Rolls, They All Ran Wild (1969)

They All Ran Wild, the influential masterpiece of
farmer and poet Eric Rolls, was born of concern
for settler Australian land-management practices.
Its topic is introduced species; its strength lies
both in its formidable research and in the quality
of the writing, which, while recounting distress-
ing events and consequences, also celebrates the
land and its creatures in a beautiful, unadorned
style. Through his writing, his activism, and his
support for other environmental writers, Rolls
became a revered figure in the environmental
movement in Australia.

Judith Wright, Collected Poems, 1942-1985 (1994)
Judith Wright, a fifth-generation Australian
whose family had large farming interests in

New South Wales, was one of the country’s most
distinguished poets of the twentieth century.
Concerned with the fate of the land in the hands
of settler Australians, Wright became an environ-
mental activist and a campaigner for Aboriginal
rights. Her poems, which are deeply tied to the
landscapes in which she lived, have inspired a
love and an informed understanding of the land
for a generation of readers.





Alexis Wright, Carpentaria (2006)

The various cultural representations of the
land by the Aboriginal peoples distinguish
themselves as some of Australia’s great-

est environmental writing. A contemporary
example is the prize-winning epic novel by
Alexis Wright, set in her homeland, the Gulf
Country of North Queensland. Wright weaves
a story of knowledge, of dispossession, and of
lives inextricably intertwined with the life of
the land. Carpentaria is a superb environmen-
tal novel, telling powerfully of the role of the
land in the physical, emotional, and spiritual
lives of those who dwell within it. [Editorial
note: An excerpt from Carpentaria appeared in
the November 2008 issue of WLT.]

Canada

Compiled by Rebecca Raglon
University of British Columbia, Canada

Catharine Parr Traill, The Backwoods of
Canada (1836)

This collection of letters by a nineteenth-cen-
tury naturalist provides a sensitive portrayal
of settling in the Ontario wilderness.

Ernest Thompson Seton, Wild Animals I
Have Known (1898)

These dramatic short stories pioneer a sense
of “fellow feeling” for wild and domestic
animals.

Farley Mowat, Never Cry Wolf (1963)

This delightful tall tale blends humor and
seriousness in a study of wolves in the Cana-
dian

Arctic.

Margaret Atwood, Survival: A Thematic
Guide to Canadian Literature (1972)
Atwood’s collection of essays is a witty
and path-breaking discussion of Canadian
“national nature” and key themes in the
country’s literature.

John Livingston, Rogue Primate: An Explora-
tion of Human Domestication (1994)

This is an uncompromising and deeply mov-
ing philosophical analysis of the human place
in the natural world.

China & Taiwan
Compiled by Wei Qingqi & Lu Shuyuan
Nanjing Normal University, P.R. China
Suchow University, P.R. China

Liu Kexiang, Lii Niao de Yi Zhan (1973;

A posthouse of migratory birds)

This is one of the major works of contempo-
rary nonfiction nature writing in Taiwan. In
writing the book, Liu Kexiang reveals that
concern for the remaining habitat of birds can
be extended to concern for the whole eco-
logical system; hence the author transforms
himself from a lonely bird-watcher apart from
the society to a social activist who devotes
himself to environmental causes.

Xu Gang, Fa Mu Zhe, Xing Lai (1997; Wake
up, woodchoppers!)

This volume of reportage is a strong and poet-
ic critique of excessive deforestation. With a
deep perception of life and nature, a detailed
description of the beautiful wilderness, and a
profound awareness of crisis, the book opens
a green vision for readers. The impact of this
book in China was similar to that of Silent
Spring in America. Always filled with passion,
Xu Gang has been praised as a poet of green
dreams.

Wei An, Tai Yang Sheng Qi Yi Hou (2000;
After the sunrise)

This nonfiction volume is a personal and
elegant reflection on modern civilization. Wei
An was born and brought up in Changping,
a county at the foot of Mt. Yan, not far from
Beijing. In this urban and rural interface,

Wei An’s lifelong sensitivity to both the envi-
ronment and civilization is revealed in his
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writing. His writing shows a surprising similarity
to Western nature writing as well as a Confucian
belief that a unifying, cosmic force connects all
things.

Zhang Wei, Ci Wei Ge (2007; Song of the
hedgehog)

After dozens of novels about his native land in
Shandong, Zhang Wei published this century-
long legendary story about peculiar love between
man and other species, surging with vigorous
symbolism and animism.

Yu Jian, Yu Jian de Shi (2007; The poems of

Yu Jian)

Unlike those verses that are metaphysically sus-
pended in the midair, Yu Jian’s poems are “down
to earth” in a literary sense. In a portrayal of life
in the simplest, roughest language, the poet man-
ages to fulfill his promise to “bring the wings of
poems back to the land.”

East Africa

Compiled by Timothy M. Arege
Catholic University of East Africa, Kenya

Euprase Kezilahabi, Kichomi (1974; Sharp pain)
This volume of poems, published in Swahili,
includes such works as “Uvuaji wa Samaki Vic-
toria” (“Fishing in Lake Victoria”), which tells
the story of over-fishing in Lake Victoria, expos-
ing the consequences of greed and the need to
reevaluate fishing as an economic activity, and
“Namagondo,” a nostalgic poem about the vil-
lage of Namagondo, where traditional types

of food, such as sweet potatoes, are no longer
available and common agricultural techniques
have been replaced by new farming technologies.

These works evoke serious environmental issues,
issues that have become even more pronounced
in the years since 1974.

Emmanuel Mbogo, Bustani ya Edeni (2002;
Garden of Eden)

This environmental novel is set in the coastal
Tanzanian town of Dar es Salaam, where various
kinds of pollution affect the lives of local people.
In particular, the narrative focuses on the prob-
lems caused by a chemical factory called Sagasa-
ga. Factory workers get sick because they do not
wear gloves or masks. The factory dumps waste
materials directly into the Zamala River, poison-
ing plants and animals and threatening the peo-
ple who use the river—for bathing, drinking, and
washing clothes—with cancer. The novel tells
the story of public resistance—led by a pastor, a
journalist, and a lawyer—to the environmental
destruction caused by the factory. Mr. Abdula,
the managing director of Sagasaga, eventually is
forced to close the factory and is reputed to have
taken refuge from angry citizens by fleeing to the
United States.

Kithaka wa Mberia, Redio na Mwezi (2005;
Radio and moon)

The poem “Johari Bamburi” in this Swahili collec-
tion starts with an unpleasant scene in a mining
quarry caused by a tractor and presents a narra-
tive of reforestation, showing the once-devastated
landscape re-filling with life—trees, animals, and
insects. This is actually a historically accurate
poem, telling the story of Bamburi, an area near
Mombasa where cement mining has been going
on for many years, and where the vegetation was
eventually replanted, restoring the ecosystem and
creating a popular location for ecotourism. The
region now brings in income from tourism rather
than from destructive mining.





Germany

Compiled by Axel Goodbody
University of Bath, United Kingdom

Johann Wolfgang von Goethe, “Uber allen Gip-
feln ist Ruh” (“Over all hilltops / Is Still”) (1780)
The second of Johann Wolfgang von Goethe’s
“Wayfarer’s Night Songs” is a quintessential
statement of Romantic empathy with nature. In
eight short lines, it models successively the har-
monious integration of humankind in the miner-
al, vegetable, and animal spheres, ending with a
hint that final peace may only be found in death,
which is understood as a return to nature. One of
the best-known and loved poems in the German
language, it was originally penciled by the poet
on the wall of a hunting hut in the woods near
IImenau in Thuringia, on an evening in Septem-
ber 1780. The lyric simplicity and tranquility of
the poem are complemented by Schubert’s mov-
ing musical setting (D768). This is a miniature
masterpiece by the author of Germany’s national
epic, Faust.

Wilhelm Raabe, Pfisters Miihle (1884; Pfister’s
mill)

This short novel was inspired by an actual court
case. The owners of a sugar refinery are sued by a
miller and innkeeper for pollution of a river near
Hannover, because the stench has driven away
his customers. Idyllic scenes from the narrator’s
childhood in the family mill are evoked on the
eve of its demolition, but nostalgia is framed by
recognition of the need to live with the nation’s
rapid industrial development, despite the envi-
ronmental damage and the cultural loss incurred.
Raabe represents the dilemmas posed by indus-
trialization unusually directly for his time, but
set them in an elegantly written, complexly struc-
tured narrative incorporating many cultural allu-
sions. A profound reflection on industrialization
in the second half of the nineteenth century by
one of the leading proponents of poetic realism.

Bertolt Brecht, Leben des Galilei (1937-57; Eng.
Galileo, 1966)

This historical drama is concerned with the back-
ground to and consequences of the Renaissance
scientist’s famous recanting of his assertion that
the earth revolves around the sun (and not the
sun around the earth), under threat of torture
from the Inquisition. It was originally written
during Brecht’s exile from Hitler’'s Germany and
was conceived as an allegory of the ultimate tri-
umph of reason and democracy over the forces of
obscurantism and the vested interests of power
elites, despite temporary setbacks. Brecht rewrote
the play at the end of the Second World War.
Prompted by the use of the atom bomb in Hiro-
shima and Nagasaki, he adopted a more critical
attitude toward Galileo and inserted a famous
speech warning of the possibility that scientists
might come to endanger humanity with their dis-
coveries and inventions rather than work toward
its good. This is a classic of modern epic theater,
raising important questions concerning the ethics
of science.

Christa Wolf, Stérfall: Nachrichten eines Tages
(1987; Eng. Accident: A Day’s News, 1989)

This diary-essay depicts Wolf’s personal response
to the news of the Russian nuclear accident at
Chernobyl in April 1986. Disillusionment with
nuclear technology is mapped onto broader and
more profound disappointment with socialism
and loss of confidence in human civilization
and progress. Though Wolf juxtaposes the rays
of what she sees as an inherently destructive
atomic science with the benign rays of medical
technology (her brother is undergoing surgery
for a brain tumor in the narrative), the ending is
deeply pessimistic. The book—which locates the
reasons for humanity’s seeming tendency toward
self-destruction at least partly in male psychol-
ogy and patriarchal society and is enriched with
intertextual literary allusions—triggered a fierce
debate on the safety of nuclear power in the last
years of the German Democratic Republic and
reached an international audience.
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Frank Schitzing, Der Schwarm (2004; Eng.

The Swarm, 2006)

This thousand-page environmental sci-fi thriller
depicts nature striking back by means of a chain
of seemingly unrelated natural disasters. These
prove to be intentional attacks by an unknown
sentient species living at the bottom of the
oceans. Suffering increasingly from our pollution
and destruction of marine ecosystems, the Yrr
have decided to bring human civilization to an
end. The plot is gripping, and the geophysics and
marine biology are carefully researched. (Yrr are
single-cell organisms that operate in groups or
swarms [hence the novel’s title], controlled by a
single hive-mind.) The book was Germany’s best-
selling publication for eight months, has been
translated into eighteen languages, and is cur-
rently being filmed. Coinciding with the release
of the film The Day After Tomorrow, it sparked
intensive public debate on climate change and the
environment.

India

Compiled by S. Murali
Pondicherry University, India

Thakazhi Sivasankara Pillai, Chemmeen (1962)
Pillai’s novel, which has been translated into
more than thirty languages and made into a film,
revolves around a myth about chastity among
the fishing communities along coastal Kerala—
Hemingway’s influence is evident. This is one of
the early works in Malayalam centering on the
physical landscape and its people.

O. V. Vijayan, Khasakkinte Itihasam (1969; Eng.
The Legends of Khasak, 1994)

This novel, written originally in Malayalam, tells
the story of a young man who takes up teaching
in a small school in a tiny village in north Kerala
and suffers existential anguish. The land and the
people both figure prominently in this excellent
early instance of magical realism in India.

Ashokamitran, Tannir (1973; Eng. Water, 2001)
Published originally in Tamil, this novel offers

a tale of two sisters and a people, describing the
months of drought in Chennai in 1969, keenly
observing the daily struggle by ordinary men
and women to find enough water for their needs,
their ingenious strategies for survival, their abil-
ity to search out any source, and their interaction
with an inept municipal staff incapable of provid-
ing the infrastructure necessary for a growing
urban population

Perumal Murugan, Koola Madari (2000; Eng.
Seasons of the Palm, 2004)

This regional novel, written in Tamil, represents
the protest genre of Dalit literature. This tragic
pastoral subverts the traditional Indian pastoral
trope in which the god Krishna entertains vil-
lage boys, herding their livestock in the beautiful
forest. This work vividly displays the lives of
struggle, magic, and superstition among India’s
rural poor.

Amitav Ghosh, The Hungry Tide (2004)

The Hungry Tide is a compelling novel about ordi-
nary people bound together in an exotic place—
the Sunderbans—that finally comes to consume
them all.

Italy
Compiled by Serenella lovino
Universita degli Studi di Torino, Italy

Andrea Zanzotto, Dietro il paesaggio (1951)
Versatile and multifaceted (his writing deals with
many subjects, from linguistics and landscape to
political historiography and the natural sciences),
Zanzotto is considered Italy’s most influential
living poet. Dietro il paesaggio represents his first
attempt to build that bridge between language
and landscape which will characterize his poetry.
A bilingual anthology of his work was published
in 2006 (The Selected Poetry and Prose of Andrea
Zanzotto, trans. Patrick Barron).





Italo Calvino, Marcovaldo, ovvero, Le stagioni in
citta (1963; Eng. Marcovaldo, or, The Seasons in
the City, 1983)

Calvino is the most celebrated contemporary Ital-
ian writer. This book is the paradoxical epopee of
Marcovaldo, an unskilled worker and dreamer,
stubbornly hunting for nature in a northern
Italian industrial city. But the nature he finds is
“mischievous, counterfeit and compromised with
artificial life.” The book becomes then a mirror
game that, showing humans an estranged nature,
finally reveals the self-estrangement of humans,
themselves “artificial” beings.

Laura Conti, Una lepre con la faccia da bambina
(1978; A hare with the face of a child)
Anti-fascist partisan, scientist, writer, and politi-
cal activist, Conti devoted her life to the struggle
for social and ecological issues. She was also

a pioneer in environmental education. The

book narrates the story of two children who go
through the disaster that occurred in Seveso (near
Milan) in 1976: a toxic cloud of dioxin burst out
from an industrial site, causing one of the most
serious environmental catastrophes Italy has
experienced.

Anna Maria Ortese, Corpo Celeste (1997)

This book is a monologue about the intellectual
legacy of Ortese, herself one of the most original
Italian writers of the twentieth century. It repre-
sents a plea for a non-anthropocentric culture and
for the dignity of the other-than-human: “Free-
dom is a breath. But the whole world breathes,
not only the human.”

Giorgio Bassani, Italia da salvare: Scritti civili
e battaglie ambientali (2005)

Author of the famous novel The Garden of the
Finzi-Continis (1962), Bassani was an engagé intel-
lectual and an environmental activist. He was
among the founders of “Italia Nostra,” the first
organization intended to protect Italian land-
scape, both natural and cultural. This book testi-
fies to his commitment and civil battles for this
cause.

Japan
Compiled by Ken-ichi Noda
Rikkyo University, Japan

Ishimure Michiko, Kugai Jodo: Waga Minamata
Byo (1972; Eng. Paradise in the Sea of Sorrow:
Our Minamata Disease, 2003)

This best-selling book reports on Minamata Dis-
ease, a neurological disorder caused by methyl-
mercury poisoning, which affected a small town
in southern Japan, Minamata, in the early 1960s.
The author is a well-known female novelist, poet,
and local activist who has worked to assist the
victims of this disease.

Fujiwara Shinya, Tokyo Hyoryu (1983; Drifting
into Tokyo)

The author of this collection of essays is a photog-
rapher and writer who spent many years in India
and other Asian countries. With a returnee’s eye,
he writes about what he found in Tokyo, met-
ropolitan city of Japan, during the early 1980s—
what he found was the complete disappearance
of nature.

Ishimure Michiko, Tenko (1997; Eng. Lake of
Heaven, 2008)

Tenko a novel about a rural mountain village sub-
merged under the water by the construction of a
dam. The story focuses on the encounter between
an old woman who once lived there and a young
man who visits from Tokyo. [Editorial note: An
excerpt from Lake of Heaven appeared in the July
2008 issue of WLT.]

Yamao Sansei, Shinrabansho no nakae (2001;
Into the secret world of nature: With an aware-
ness of being a fragment of the great whole)
Living in and observing a forest on an island in
southern Japan, the author of this book of essays
recounts his encounters with many things and
happenings in the natural world that make him
contemplate more who we are as human beings.
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Kato Yukiko, Ikebe no Sumika (2003; Living by
a pond)

This is a novel about an old woman who lives by
a small pond in the middle of Tokyo. Living with
the pond, which is visited by many kinds of birds
(more than thirty species), she becomes aware of
herself as a part of the natural world.

Korea
Compiled by Won-Chung Kim
Sungkyunkwan University, South Korea

Se-hui Cho, The Dwarf Launches a Small Ball
(1976)

This collection of short stories mainly depicts the
problems of the rapidly industrialized Korean
society in the 1970s. Cho graphically portrays
how the relentless drive for economic develop-
ment deteriorates the environment. His book was
translated into English by Bruce and Ju-Chan
Fulton and published under the title The Dwarf
(University of Hawai'i Press, 2006).

Wonil Kim, “Meditation on a Snipe” (1979)

A pioneering work of Korean environmental
writing, Wonil Kim’s novelette deals with the
many issues caused by building an industrial
society, including chemical toxins, soil contami-
nation, and the extinction of birds.

Hyonjong Chong, Trees of the World (1995)
Chong portrays the joy of genuine correspon-
dence between man and nature, arguing for a dif-
ferent perception of nature through his eloquent
poetry.

Sungho Choi, Reservation for the Glowworm
(1995)

After graphically depicting the dismal landscape
of the consumption-oriented society in his early
works, Choi, with his Zenic insight, investigates a
possibility of harmonious living alongside nature
in this volume. Choi’s major ecological poems
(and those of Chiha Kim and Hyonjong Chong)

were collected and translated by Won-Chung
Kim and published in the volume Cracking the
Shell: Three Korean Ecopoets (Homa & Sekey, 2005).

Chiha Kim, Heart’s Agony (1996)

As a poet and philosophical thinker, Kim inves-
tigates how his lifelong yearning for democracy
has developed into the dream of ultimate democ-
racy of all life forms in the universe in this book
of poems.

Latin America

Compiled by Charles Bergman
Pacific Lutheran University, USA

Pablo Neruda, Veinte poemas de amor y una can-
cion desesperada (1924; Eng. Twenty Love Poems
and a Song of Despair, 1969)

Neruda was, famously, a great lover of the natu-
ral world. He had many rare books about plants
and animals in his personal library. When he
delivered his collections of books to the Universi-
ty of Chile, he said: “Also it will be asked, why so
many of the books are about plants and animals.
The answer is in my poetry.” This passion for the
natural world, and his emotional attachment to it,
can be seen in the early metaphorical evocations
of nature in works like Veinte poemas de amor y
una cancion desesperada. It abides in such poems

as “Naciendo en los Bosques,” in the 1947 col-
lection Tercera Residencia (“Born in the Forests,”
Residence on Earth), and other important poems
like “Leviathan,” “El Gran Océano” (“The Great
Ocean”), “No Solo el Albatrés” (“Not Only the
Albatross”), and “Aves Maltradas” (“Brutalized
Birds”). In Canto General (1950), he includes clas-
sic poems about nature in South America, such as
“Amor América,” “Los Rios Acuden” and “Algu-
nas Bestias.” He also published the 1966 book
Arte de los Pdjaros (Eng. Art of Birds, 1985). Later
environmental works include “Bestiario” in the
1958 volume Extravagaria (“Bestiary”; extravagaria
is a made-up word), and nature was frequent as a
theme in his later works.





José Eustasio Rivera, La vordgine (1924; Eng.
The Vortex, 1935)

This Colombian novelist creates the first great
“novel of the jungle” in La vordgine. The novel
follows the fortunes of a fugitive from the city
who heads first into the plains of Colombia and
then deep into the jungle to become a rubber
worker. The jungle is famously characterized

in the apostrophe to part 2: “O jungle, wife of
silence, mother of solitude,” and which he goes
on to describe as the “green prison.” The jungle
becomes a character in its own right in this novel,
and the suffering of rubber workers in the jungle
is a central theme.

Jorge Carrera Andrade, Leccion del Arbol, 1a
Mujer, y el Pdjaro (1948; selections in Century
of the Death of the Rose, 2002)

An Ecuadorian poet, Andrade is not well known
outside his native country. His poetry includes
careful attention to the importance of nature in
the foundation of an Ecuadorian national iden-
tity, which he calls “Teoria de los Guacamayos”
(“Theory of the Macaws”) in the 1963 volume
Floresta de los Guacamayos (Greenworld of the
macaws). He explicitly turns to nature and natu-
ral objects as a way of linking human beings to
their natural contexts in such poems as “Lugar de
Origen” (“Place of Origin,”), “El Viaje Infinito”
(“The Infinite Voyage”), “Lenguaje Elemental”
(“Elemental Language”) from Leccion del Arbol,
la Mujer, y el Pdjaro, published in 1948 and
“Cada Objeto Es un Mundo” (“Every Object Is

a World”), from the 1958 work Taller del Tiempo
(The workshop of time). His 1929 Microgramas
(Micrograms) are short, haiku-like poems, focus-
ing on his sense of the poetic essence of natural
objects, such as “Colibri” (“Hummingbird”),
“Guacamayo” (“Macaw”), “Golondrina” (“Swal-
low”), and many more.

Alejo Carpentier, Los pasos perdidos (1953;
Eng. The Lost Steps, 1956)

Well known for his theory of lo real maravilloso,
which contributed to the Latin American style
of “magical realism,” the Cuban Alejo Carpen-

tier founded his sense of the Latin American
identity on the baroque magnificence of nature,
first defined in the preface to the 1949 work El
reino de este mundo (Eng. The Kingdom of This
World, 1957). He later wrote of America: “Our
nature is indomitable, like our history, which

is the history of ‘lo real maravilloso” and of the
unusual in America” (“Lo baroco y lo real mara-
villoso” / “The Baroque and the Marvelous Real”
[1975]). His theory is developed in Los pasos per-
didos, his complex novel about a musician who
returns to the roots of humanity in an ascent

of a wild and unnamed tropical river in South
America.

Eduardo Galeano, Las veinas abiertas de
Ameérica Latina (1970; Eng. Open Veins of Latin
America, 1973)

Galeano is an Uruguayan writer best known for
his journalism and his nonfiction representations
of Latin American culture. Las veinas abiertas de
América Latina is perhaps his most widely read
work, in which he offers a history of exploitation
of people and of nature in Latin America, from
gold and silver, to sugar and rubber, and into the
“contemporary structure of plunder.” In the 1994
work Uselo y tirelo: El mundo del fin del milenio,
visto desde una ecologia latinoamericana (Use it and
toss it: The world from the perspective of a Latin
American ecology), he offers essays that explore
how the world in general, and Latin America in
particular, have been “desollado.” The book also
seeks to articulate some of the lost aboriginal wis-
dom of the continent. The essay “Cinco frases que
hacen crecer la nariz de Pinocho” (Five phrases
that make Pinocchio’s nose grow) attacks the role
of multinational corporations and the creation

of consumer cultures in destroying Latin Ameri-
can ecological health as well as the language
under which this enterprise of global markets is
conducted. This essay offers an interesting com-
parison and contrast in “ecological perspective”
with, for example, Aldo Leopold’s “The Land
Ethic.” Uselo y tirelo includes extracts from many
of Galeano’s books.
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Malaysia & Singapore
Compiled by Agnes Yeow
University of Malaya, Malaysia

Cecil Rajendra, Bones and Feathers (1978)
Malaysian poet Rajendra’s eco-political activ-

ism and anti-establishment views find eloquent
and formidable voice in this volume as he takes
on issues ranging from poverty and corruption

to unchecked development and other ecological
injustices. The poems show us that many of these
evils are interlinked and underscore the need for
a conservation ethics and a radical transformation
in our environmental attitudes and values.

Shirley Geok-lin Lim, Monsoon History:
Selected Poems (1994)

Lim’s quest for identity in the many places she
calls “home,” including Malaysia and the United
States, is characterized by an earth-centered
approach to landscape and dwelling. While pre-
occupations with identity, memory, diaspora,
gender, and ethnicity are at the core of her oeu-
vre, these issues find their most profound and
important expression in the elements, in child-
hood places, and in the community of the land.

Haji Salleh Muhammad, Rowing Down Two
Rivers (2000)

This collection of poems by one of Malaysia’s
poet laureates celebrates the bounty and inner
life of nature as well as the intricate web that con-
nects the seasons, soil, water, air, flora, and fauna
with those who earn a livelihood from the land
and sea. In articulating his attachment to the land
and the vast changes affecting his earth and its
traditions, Muhammad draws inspiration from
the intimate and at times difficult relationship
between the human and nonhuman worlds.

Alvin Pang & Aaron Lee, eds., No Other City:
The Ethos Anthology of Urban Poetry (2000)

In this anthology of Singapore’s most compelling
urban verse, the poets focus on the complex rela-
tionship between city-dwellers and their ultra-
modern city-state. Combining urban concerns

of alienation and the utter mechanization of life
with a consciousness of environments past and

present, this book explores the urban ecology of
life on the island-metropolis.

Phui Nam Wong, An Acre of Day’s Glass:
Collected Poems (2006)

This major Malaysian poet here grapples with the
challenges of living in a multiracial, postcolonial
country fraught with challenges. He does so by
mythologizing the landscape and by invoking
apocalyptic visions and the exilic wilderness

to rediscover and redefine the ancient bond
between the self and the land, working through

a discourse that “catches echoes from places and
times when the word was still interfused with the
world as presence.”

Nigeria
Compiled by William Slaymaker
Wayne State College (Kansas), USA

Wole Soyinka, Wole Soyinka: Collected Plays
1& 2 (1973-74)

Soyinka’s early plays, especially A Dance of the
Forests (1960) and Kongi’s Harvest (1965), are
examples of his concern for the sacredness of
Nigeria’s forests and its resources, which are
often exploited by corrupt politicians and outside
forces.

Niyi Osundare, The Eye of the Earth (1986)

A collection of nature praise poems that support
sustainable and traditional agricultural practices
by Nigerian farmers. Love of land and conserva-
tion are key values.

Ken Saro-Wiwa, A Month and a Day:

A Detention Diary (1995)

The writer reveals his thoughts and intentions

in a prison diary. He defends his engagements
against large oil cartels linked to corrupt politi-
cians who exploit the environments of localized
groups such as the Niger Delta group, the Ogoni.





Tess Onwueme, What Mama Said (2003)

An ecofeminist revolutionary drama that con-
demns the misappropriation of oil resources by
foreign oil companies, which impoverish the peo-
ple of Nigeria and help maintain the traditional
oppression of women.

Tanure Ojaide, The Activist (2006)

A novel from a prominent poet about a Nigerian
who returns from America to help the peoples of
the Niger Delta reclaim their heritages and regain
access to natural resources now polluted and
degraded by oil companies.

South Africa

Compiled by Julia Martin
University of the Western Cape, South Africa

The Bleek-Lloyd Collection of [ Xam testimonies
(1870-84)

This extraordinary archive (now available online
at www.lloydbleekcollection.uct.ac.za) is a com-
pendium of interviews with /Xam and !Kun
Bushmen in the 1870s and 1880s in Cape Town.
As a collection of oral narratives from a group of
men and women whose cultural practices were
on the brink of extinction, it is a powerful and
poignant testimony to ways of seeing human
beings and their relation to the nonhuman world
that sustained pre-colonial hunter-gatherers in
this region.

Alan Paton, Cry, the Beloved Country (1948)
This classic of South African fiction movingly
links the symptoms of a dysfunctional society
(the injustices of racial capitalism, the breakdown
of traditional tribal identities, rural and urban
poverty . . .) with severe environmental degrada-
tion, both in the rural areas of Natal and in the
city of Johannesburg.

J. M. Coetzee, The Lives of Animals (2001)

In the voice of a fictional character called Eliza-
beth Costello, J. M. Coetzee’s seminal work pres-
ents a compelling philosophical argument for

ethical responses to nonhuman animals that
is grounded in what he calls the sympathetic
imagination.

Zakes Mda, The Whale Caller (2005)

In this magical-realist novel, Zakes Mda tells

a story of the lyrical, passionate relationship
between a socially marginalized man known as
the Whale Caller and a Southern Right whale
called Sharisha.

Nadine Gordimer, Get a Life (2006)

This thoughtful and unsettling novel presents an
ambivalent view of forms of environmentalism
practiced by members of a globalized middle
class in post-apartheid South Africa.

Sweden

Compiled by Hakan Sandgren
Kristianstad University College, Sweden

Carl Linnaeus, Iter Lapponicum (1732; Eng.

A Tour in Lapland, 1971)

Not intended for publication, this travelogue

is full of spontaneous reactions to and minute
descriptions of wild nature in northernmost
Sweden, at that time virtually unexplored. When
finally translated into Swedish in 1889, it had a
tremendous impact on the nation’s view of man’s
relation to and responsibility for the wilderness.

Sten Selander, Det levande landskapet i Sverige
(1955; The living landscape in Sweden)

By all accounts the standard volume on Swed-
ish nature and one of the first examples of the
growing concern for man’s uncontrolled exploita-
tion of cultured landscapes. This mistreatment,
Selander argues, threatens not only to destroy
other living organisms and biotopes but also to
change human society as a whole.

Harry Martinson, Naturessder (2000; Essays on
nature)

A collection of four books, written between
1937 and 1963. Martinson’s view is thoroughly
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biocentric here, and with great care he describes
nature’s processes of growth and decay, thereby
creating a unique style rich in metaphor and
simile but still firmly rooted in the soil.

Kerstin Ekman, Herrarna i skogen (2007; Masters
of the forest)

It took almost twenty years for Ekman to com-
plete this combination of literary essay, autobi-
ography, and history of Swedish forestry and on
the importance of the woodlands in the everyday
lives of Swedes. Even though more than half of
the country’s area today is covered with forests,
only a fraction of them are considered worthy of
protection. [Editorial note: An excerpt from Mas-
ters of the Forest, and an interview with Ekman,
appeared in the July 2008 issue of WLT.]

Isabella Lovin, Tyst hav (2007; Silent sea)

A personal and strongly emotional account of the
deadly combination of politics and the fishing
industry, Loévin’s book actually urged the Swed-
ish government to reconsider their policies on
fishing and the reader to think twice before going
to the fish market.

Turkey
Compiled by Serpil Oppermann & Ufuk Ozdag
Hacettepe University, Turkey

Cevat Sakir Kabaagacli (The Fisherman of
Halicarnassus), Aganta Burina Burinata (1945;
Haul out the bowlines)

Loaded with environmental awareness, ecologi-
cal sensitivity, and environmental concerns, this
novel introduces the lives of fishermen and their
close ties with marine life in the Aegean Sea. It
deals, in a poetic style, with fishermen’s deep
love of nature in all its colorful life forms, both on
land and sea, and their emotional and physical
connectedness with this biological richness.

Sait Faik Abasiyanik, Mahalle Kahvesi (1950;
Provincial coffee house)

This is a collection of environmentally conscious
short stories. In the story “Karanfiller ve Domates
Suyu” (Carnations and tomato juice), the
attempts of a villager to transform a barren land
into a fertile place so that he can grow tomatoes
is narrated. His joy in serving tomato juice to sur-
prised bypassers is especially stressed. “Ermeni
Balik¢t ve Topal Mart1” (The Armenian fisherman
and the lame sea gull) and “Sakarya Balik¢ist”
(The fishmonger of Sakarya) focus on the con-
nections between humans and animals. “Sinagrit
Baba” (Sinagrit Baba) is a dramatic story about a
fish who consciously chooses death.

Fakir Baykurt (Village Novelist), Kaplumbagalar
(1966; The turtles)

Set in a barren village called Tozak in central
Anatolia, this novel portrays the efforts of the vil-
lagers to create a vineyard. Since this is the only
green land, the turtles start moving in. One eve-
ning a black object falls from the sky and attracts
the attention of the state authorities who come to
investigate and who also declare that the vine-
yard belongs to the state. The villagers, despite all
legal attempits, fail to prove that the land belongs
to them, and in the end they destroy the vine-
yard, which turns into a barren land again. The
turtles leave the village.

Yasar Kemal, Deniz Kiistii (1978; Eng. The Sea-
Crossed Fisherman, 1985)

This novel gives expression to the human-
induced devastation of the environs of Istanbul
and the Sea of Marmara. The Sea-Crossed Fisher-
man is an open critique of the inhuman com-
modification of the land and marine life (brutal
dolphin hunts and exploitative fishing methods)
and calls for moral responsibility toward the
environment.





Alkian Tekin, Sahipsiz Gezegen (2000/2004;
Ownerless planet)

The events in this futuristic novel take place in
the year 5021 when the planet is facing a global
ecological destruction with overpopulation

and total depletion of the natural habitats. An
American family finds an ancient book in which
a young boy is trained by an order of Turkish
knights as a boxer and who gains a deep ecologi-
cal awareness. He fights against the enemies of
nature.

United Kingdom
Compiled by Terry Gifford

University of Chichester, United Kingdom
University of Alicante, Spain

Gilbert White, The Natural History of Selborne
(1789)

This founding text of British nature writing
combines scientific discoveries with vivid writ-
ing of both accuracy and historical significance.
The vicar of Selbourne studied local evidence of
migrations and hibernations for thirty years in
journals with an attention that amounted to an
enquiring awe.

William Wordsworth, The Prelude (1850)

This is the personal history of an education
through immersion in nature. The poetry follows
a pattern of powerfully evoked, detailed experi-
ence followed by profound reflection that brings
human experiential and moral learning into the
patterns of all nature environing human culture.

John Ruskin, The Storm-Cloud of the Nineteenth
Century (1884)

From his pastoral home on Lake Coniston in the
English Lake District, John Ruskin noticed that
the clouds were changing their nature, probably
as a result of the newly developed industrialism
upwind. These two lectures became a symbolic
moral wake-up call to the nineteenth century
concerning the environmental effects of new eco-
nomic and technological developments.

James Lovelock, Gaia: A New Look at Life on
Earth (1979)

Perhaps the major British contribution to notions
of the environment, second only to Darwin, was
the idea that the total environment of our planet
is a self-regulating organism. Lovelock marshaled
evidence, into hypothesis, into environmental
debate that called for informed responsibility in
scientific and passionately eloquent nonfiction.

Ted Hughes, Collected Poems (2003)

More than any other British poet of the twen-
tieth century, Hughes consistently explored,

with increasingly explicit urgency, the question
of what should be a right relationship between
humans and our home planet. Beginning with an
attack on hubris, Hughes went on to understand
the way human culture is nature, just as nature is,
in his powerful poetry, stories, and plays, respect-
fully and inquiringly constructed by culture.
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